
 

 

WASHINGTON STATE EARLY LEARNING PLAN—FAST FACTS  

Why do we need an Early Learning Plan?  

A plan will: 

Help ensure school readiness and success for all children in Washington 
Coordinate the various systems that touch children in their earliest years (early 
care and education, health, parenting support, etc.) into one early learning system 
Measure results over time for children and families to ensure we invest in what 
works 

What’s in the draft plan?  

Outcomes for ready and successful children 
Children are physically and mentally healthy 
Support given to optimize pregnancy and health of newborns, children and families 
Children demonstrate developmentally appropriate social-emotional, language, literacy and 
cognitive skills  
High-quality early learning programs and services are available, affordable, and welcoming 
Entering kindergartners are healthy and emotionally, socially, and cognitively ready 

 
Outcomes for ready and successful parents, families and caregivers 

Parents get support to help their children “learn to learn” in their first years of life 
Information and referral system about all aspects of a child is accessible 
Parents, families and caregivers have the knowledge and skills needed, along with services and 
supports, to best support young children 
Parent, family and caregiver voice shapes policies and systems 

 
Outcomes for ready and successful early learning professionals 

Early learning professionals and teachers offer developmentally and culturally appropriate early 
learning experiences in healthy and safe environments 
Access is available to high-quality, affordable child care and early education programs staffed by 
providers and teachers who are adequately trained and compensated 
A fully developed quality rating, improvement and outcomes system (QRIOS) exists 

 
Outcomes for ready and successful schools 

All children and families make smooth transitions among home, early learning settings and school 
All schools are ready and welcoming of children and families 
All students transition from third grade with the abilities to read well, do basic math, and to actively 
participate in the learning environment 

 
Outcomes for ready and successful system and communities 

Evidence-based system and/or demonstrated best practices supports families, helps build high-
quality early learning programs 
System works to close preparation gap 
System supports children with developmental disabilities and other special needs 
Governance and accountability systems in place 
Communities support families and promote children’s learning and healthy development 
Public understands the critical economic and social value of high-quality early learning and 
supports related policies and investments 

 



 

 

 

Vision statement 

In Washington, we work together so that all children start life with a solid foundation for 
success, based on strong families and a world-class early learning system for all children 
prenatal through third grade. Accessible, accountable, and developmentally and culturally 
appropriate, our system partners with families to ensure that every child is healthy, capa-
ble and confident in school and in life. 

 

Where can I find out more and give input? 
Visit www.del.wa.gov/plan to read the draft plan and comment. 
 

 

 

 


